
A Community of Ministries, February 11, 2024

Baptism Information: 
Please contact Susan Pacek at 508-856-9960 
or email: st.geobaptism@gmail.com
Eucharist Celebrated: 
Saturday 4:00 PM   
Sunday 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM 
Live-Streamed Mass is offered on our parish 
website each Sunday at 10:00 AM.

Weekday Masses: 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 8:00 AM
and Thursday at 5:30 PM
Ash Wednesday, February 14: Masses will 
be 8:00 AM, 12:10 PM and 6:30 PM
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
    Confessions are heard inside the church 
           2:30 PM to 3:15 PM on Saturdays.

40 Brattle Street   Worcester, MA 01606
Parish Office: 508-853-0183 Ext. 110
www.saintgeorgesparish.org
Parish Staff:  It is our privilege to serve you. 
Rev. Edward D. Niccolls, Pastor   Ext. 112
Rev. Thomas H. Hultquist, Res. Sr. Priest Ext.122
Deacon Paul T. Audette  Ext.113
Annie Doyle, Pastoral Outreach   
annie@saintgeorgesparish.org  Ext.111
Patty LaBonte, Parish Admin Assistant 
office@saintgeorgesparish.org  Ext.110
Fax 508-854-0864
Current Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM  
Online Giving: Kathy Hessel at:  
mkhessel@aol.com
For information regarding Pastoral Care of the 
Sick, Marriage Preparation, Confirmation, and 
Ministry Involvement, we invite you to call the 
Parish Office.

Saint George Church - Worcester and Holden

February 11, 2024 -  Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. George Catholic Church
 

Parish Mission Statement
 

   We, the parish community of St George, 
celebrate the welcoming presence of Christ in 
our lives. Together with the universal Church, 
we are nourished and sustained through the 
Mystery of the Holy Eucharist, and  we are 
inspired by the proclamation of the Word, 
guided by the Holy Spirit. We continually 

seek to grow in a deeper understanding of 
our faith, to respect the sanctity of human life, 
and respond to what Jesus asks of us in our 

time by sharing our gifts and participating 
in parish activities and outreach to others.

 
 

Healingg  

6thh   Sundayy inn Ordinaryy Timee   

“If you wish, you can make me clean”
Mark 1:40

mailto:st.geobaptism@gmail.com
mailto:annie@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:office@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:mkhessel@aol.com
www.saintgeorgesparish.org
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Our annual Lenten brochure is available as an insert 
in the parish bulletin for you to pick up after Mass to 

take home.  Lent will begin this Wednesday, February 14th, 
(Ash Wednesday) with the blessing and distribution of ashes at 
the 8:00 A.M., 12:10 and 6:30 P.M. Masses.  Come and join us 
and enter into a renewed spirit of Lent this year! 
 

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has taught that the Eucharist 
does not end with our reception of this sacrament.  The Eucha-
rist has to be brought  outside the doors of the church through 
our lives – the body of Christ in action.  We must do what Jesus 
has done, and in today’s Gospel we see him travel to the pe-
ripheries, both figuratively and literally.  In the harsh physical 
environment of his travels, he was moved with compassion for 
a leper who not only suffered from the heat of the day and the 
brilliance of the sun but from the thirst for companionship and 
love.  This man was willing to approach Jesus, even to endure 
more censure and punishment from the other people, even 
risking his life to do so.  He received Jesus’ love and healing 
touch because Jesus made himself available.  Like Jesus, we 
can make ourselves available to those experiencing poverty, 
those who are physically or mentally ill, disabled or home-
bound.  We can also reach out to those who are alienated from 
society or from the Church itself.  Only through union with 
Christ can we help to shoulder the burdens of others by trading 
our safety or comfort for the compassion and sacrificial love for 
others.  If we are to embody Jesus in our world today, we must 
go where he went – to the peripheries. 
 Fr. Niccolls         

 From Your Pastor                                

PIETA is a support group for bereaved  
parents. Anyone who has experienced the 
death of a child is welcome to attend.  
        Monday, February 12, 2024 at  
            7:00 PM in the Church Hall   

For more information call Terry Gentile at 508-284-0796 or 
send an email to either Terry or Sue at pieta3@gmail.com      

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, February 10, 2024 
   4:00 PM In Memory of Lorraine C. Vayo 
                 Requested by the Vayo Family  
 

Sunday, February 11, 2024  
     8:00 AM In Memory of William P. Woods, Jr.  
                  Requested by his Family   
  10:00 AM In Memory of Paul Bobkowski 
                  Requested by Sue and Bob Ovian  
 

Monday, February 12, 2024  
    8:00 AM In Memory of Helen D. Shea  
 

Tuesday, February 13, 2024  No Mass  
 

Wednesday, February 14, 2024  Ash Wednesday  
    8:00 AM For the Community of Saint George  
  12:10 PM For the Community of Saint George  
    6:30 PM For the Community of Saint George  
 

Thursday, February 15, 2024  
    5:30 PM In Memory of John J. Morley  
 

Friday, February 16, 2024  
   8:00 AM In Memory of Jane Zinkus 
                  Requested by her Family  
 

Saturday, February 17, 2024 
   4:00 PM In Memory of Agnes and Paul Wong 
                 Requested by Seraphina Wong  
 

Sunday, February 18, 2024  
      8:00 AM In Memory of Susan Charbonneau  
                  Requested by the Family   
10:00 AM In Memory of Elizabeth Lohnes, 1st Anniversary 
                 Requested by her Family  

  Mass Intentions  

                 

                                 A seventh-grade girl in the parish school  
                                 was reluctant to come to class after her  
                                 treatment for cancer. She lost her beautiful 
hair and was afraid of how others might react. Her mother went 
to the class a few days before her daughter returned and ex-
plained what had happened and asked the class to be consid-
erate. When the young girl finally returned, both she and her 
mother were shocked to discover that almost the entire class, 
on their own accord, had shaved their heads bald. Needless to 
say, her reluctance disappeared.  
   In the time of Jesus, some people were considered outcasts 
of society, especially those who failed to keep the law, public 
sinners, and lepers. They were cast out of the community and 
no one would associate with them. Isolated from ‘normal’ socie-
ty, they found companionship only with each other. When Je-
sus heals the leper, He not only frees him from the disease, but 
he also restores him to his community of family and friends.  
   When we sin, especially in a public way, shame and guilt can 
isolate us and prevent us from connecting with each other and 
even with God. We carry the burden of our sin and it may seem 
that there is little we can do. Forgiveness restores the balance 
of life. We can repent—turn back—and find our way to a re-
stored and renewed life. Be the forgiver as well as the forgiven. 
Bring a little balance to your life. ~James Gaffney—Pilot Bulletins 

                                                               

                                                                                                        Masses will be                                                 
                                                  February 14th at:                                                          

                                                         8:00 AM                                                          

                                                        12:10 PM    

                                                         6:30 PM  

 
 

     Stewardship Thought of the Week 
 

In Today’s second reading, St. Paul urges the  
Corinthians to “do all for the glory of God.”  
If we follow that advice in everything we do, 
we cannot help but be good stewards! 
 

                 See 1 Corinthians 10:31 
 

mailto:pieta3@gmail.com
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Bulletin Item Due Dates:
Bulletin Postings are due 10 days before the Sunday Bulletin. 
Please submit items at least 10 days before the Bulletin date. 
E-mail our Parish Administrative Assistant, Patty LaBonte, at 

office@saintgeorgesparish.org or call: 508-853-0183.

                                                                                             Diocese of Worcester 
                                                                                              Office of the Bishop
                                                                                                     49 Elm Street 
                                                                                                                       Worcester, MA 01609                                                                      

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,                                                                                                        
   When a young man is ordained, you, his parishioners, become his family and he becomes your spiritual father.  Through the 
joys of baptisms, First Holy Communions, Confirmations, and weddings, the priest is at the heart of parish and family life.  When 
sickness, strain, tragedy and death strike, your spiritual father is there to steady you, reassure you and give you hope by pointing 
to Jesus Christ and to the mystery of his suffering, death, and resurrection. 
   As family members, we grow with our priests.  In time, we or they move on, but their love, support and lessons remain with us.  
Like every family there comes a time when those who have nourished, nurtured, and supported us grow old and need our sup-
port.  
   On Ash Wednesday we will hold a collection at all Masses for the support of our 49 priests who have retired in good standing.  
Our expenses for retired priests include a monthly stipend, medical insurance, nursing care and, for some, assisted living and 
nursing home costs.  Last year our total cost for priest retirement was $2,390,298. 
   These retired priests have served with dedication, fidelity, and love.  Many continue to serve.  Four remain in parishes full time 
as senior priests.  Others have stepped in to administer parishes and say daily Mass. Still others regularly fill in on weekends, 
cover vacations and serve in prison ministry and on Diocesan Boards and the Tribunal. 
   Our 49 retired priests and senior priests have served in 77 of our 89 parishes (or their predecessors).  They are Bishop Emeri-
tus Daniel P. Reilly, Msgrs. Richard E. Collette, Anthony S. Czarnecki, John E. Doran, Michael G. Foley, and Francis D. Kelly; 
Frs. Ernest P. Allega, Roger R. Boucher, Paul F. Campbell, James F. Carmody, George A Charland, William N. Cormier, Andre 
E. Dargis, Ralph A. DiOrio, David E. Doiron, Charles J. Dumphy, George A. Dunkley, John A. Dwyer, Thomas F. Egan, Lawrence 
J. Esposito, John J. Foley, David B. Galonek, Raymond M. Goodwin, Bernard J. Grochowski, J. Andre Guenette, John F. Hamm, 
John E. Horgan, James A. Houston, Joseph J. Jurgelonis, Theodore R. Laperle, Leo-Paul LeBlanc, Richard P. Lewandowski, 
Joseph A. Marcotte, Thirburse F. Millott, Chester J. Misiewicz, Charles F. Monroe, Son A. Nguyen, Paul T. O’Connell, Emerito 
Ortiz, James B. O’Shea, Conrad S. Pecevich, Andre N. Remillard, Francis J. Roach, Michael Roy, Edward M. Ryan, William F. 
Sanders, Thaddues X. Stachura, James M. Steuterman, Paul J. Tougas, and Peter H. White. 
   On their behalf, I thank you for your prayers and support of them in their retirement years. 

       
               With every prayerful best wish, I remain,                                                                                            
                                                                                    Sincerely yours in Christ, 

                                                                                    + Robert J. McManus
                                                                                    Most Reverend Robert J. McManus
                                                                                    Bishop of Worcester

                            Parishh Calendarr    
Saturday, February 10, 2024
8:00 PM AA Meeting                  Church Hall 
Sunday, February 11, 2024 
After 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM Masses Coffee Shop  Church Hall
9:00 AM Rel. Ed Classes gr. 1-8                           Parish Center
10:00 AM Toddler & Children’s Liturgy                     Church Hall
After 10:00 AM Mass - Mardi Gras Emmaus            Church Hall
11:00 AM - 12:15 PM Confirmation I&II Classes   Parish Center
Monday, February 12, 2024
7:00 PM - 8:15 PM Faith Sharing Rm 108             Parish Center       
7:00 PM Pieta Support Group                                  Church Hall
Tuesday, February 13, 2024 
4:30 PM Rel. Ed Classes gr 1-8                            Parish Center
Wednesday, February 14, 2024  
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM Faith Sharing Rm 108             Parish Center
Thursday, February 15, 2024 
11:00 AM Faith Sharing Room 108                         Parish Center
6:00 PM Family Prayer Night                               Church 
Friday, February 16, 2024 
Saturday, February 17, 2024
8:00 PM AA Meeting Church Hall 
Sunday, February 18, 2024 
After 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM Masses Coffee Shop  Church Hall
10:00 AM Toddler & Children’s Liturgy                     Church Hall

                                Weekly Collection                
January 29, 2024 - February 4, 2024   

                                      On-line Giving:       $ 2,456.60
                Ordinary Collection:          $ 4,989.00
                                       Total:       $ 7,445.60
        Funds Donated for the Month of January: 
     (Amounts reflect on-line and collection basket.) 

                       Weekly Fund: $  27,533.35
                Monthly Fund:   ,, 12,076.00

                      Religious Retirement:           125.00    
                           Solemnity of Mary:         660.00        
Christmas, Easter Flowers/Gift:            230.00   
                          Catholic University:           704.00      
                                   Home Missions:                    275.00    
           In Memory of Donations
                and Funeral Stipends:         770.00   
                                         Total:    $    42,373.35

Thank you for your generosity!  
We are truly Blessed. 

mailto:office@saintgeorgesparish.org
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   Prayer Before or After Mass            
O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts 
that are just and true, grant that we may be 
so fashioned by your grace as to become a 
dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
for ever and ever.  Amen 

Notice from the Diocesan 
Office of Healing and Prevention

If you have been abused or victimized by someone representing 
the Catholic Church, please  believe in the possibility for hope 
and help and healing. We encourage you to come forward and 
speak out. Contact Judith Audette, Diocese of Worcester: Vic-
tim Assistance Coordinator, call her at (508) 929-4363.

Lent Fish Fridays: Starting February 16.   
Every week a list of places where you & your family 
can buy Friday Fish Dinners during Lent will be 
posted here!  Call if you have information to share. 

Dudley: St. Andrew Bobola 3p-6p, 54 W. Main St. $15
Milford: St. Mary of Assumption 4:30p-7p, 17 Winter St., $15
Sutton: Knights of Columbus 4p, 356 Boston Rd. $15
Webster: St. Louis Parish 4:30p-6:30p, 14 Lake St.  $14
Whitinsville: starts ASH WEDNESDAY, St. Patrick’s Church 
4:30p-7p entrance on 7 East St. $14, “To Go” plates call 
after 4p: 508-234-3511.  Benefits Youth Ministry.  
Worcester: St. Joan of Arc Church 6:30p on 570 Lincoln St.  
Cost is $13.  Call rectory: 508-852-3232     
         For more information call Parish Office at 508-853-0183

                         Online Weekly Rosary      
      Urban Missionaries from Our Lady of Hope
    If you would like to join via Zoom for a weekly Rosary:
                 Every Sunday, 6:00 PM via ZOOM      
                     Send an email to mailbox@urbanmissionaries.com 
   put “Rosary” = subject line. ZOOM link sent to your email.  

         Join us for Coffee Shop Club 
    After 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Masses
February  11 - Jim Kelly and Team
February 18 - George Gumbrell and Team  
February 25 - Mike Doherty/John Beahn & Team
March 3 - Steve Toole and Team 
Coffee, donuts, bulkies, and fellowship!  We NEED TEAM 
MEMBERS!  Each team serves once every 10 weeks.  All 
teams need help.  Sign up at the Coffee Shop, come to find 
out more about how you can help, and help a team!  

Contact Andy Fish:  andy@andyTfish.com or 508-901-7813  

$1.00 each

St. George Family Prayer Night 
Thursdays starting after 

the 5:30 PM Mass    
In the Church, there is a gathering of 
people who pray for all families. The 
Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary 

are prayed. This is a wonderful op-
portunity to learn to pray the Rosary.   
Eucharistic Adoration is also a part 

of this wonderful time of prayer on the 
first Thursday and Friday of each 
month.  Come pray the Rosary.  

Our Lady is calling.  

“My Mary Stories” - Sue Ovian, Part 6
Page 12-13, “Mother Mary Needs You”

On January 2, 1999 the Blessed Virgin Mary told 
Mirjana, one of the visionaries from Medjugorje, 
that never as much as today, she needs our help.  
She is calling all her children to help her to realize 
that for which the Father has sent her.  She told 
Mirjana the Father has sent her among us because 
His love is great and at this holy time, in which we 
have entered, we should pray for those who have 
not yet experienced the love of God.  “Pray and 
wait”.  Since 1981 Our Blessed Mother has been 
giving messages to Mirjana for all the world to 
hear.  READ booklet in Mary Chapel to find out!

    St. George Church Eucharistic Adoration    
The Thursday evening and Friday morning 
Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration will be on: 
Thursday, March 7, 2024 after 5:30 PM Mass to 7:00 PM 
and Friday, March 8, 2024 after 8:00 AM Mass - 10:00 AM.
Come and join us spending time with Jesus. All are welcome. 

“You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.”  John 8:32

The month of February is Catholic Free Press month.  Catho-
lic Communications and keeping us connected!  Subscribe or 
renew home delivery by using your parish envelope.  Follow 
The Catholic Free Press on social media:

facebook.com/CatholicFreePressnews
instagram.com/the catholicfreepress

X(formerly Twitter) twitter.com/CatholicPress

                                Diocese of Worcester
                                 Lenten Regulations 

              Guidelines for Fast and Abstinence
Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics 
fourteen (14) years of age and older on Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday and all the Fridays of Lent. 
Fasting is to be observed by all Catholics who are eight-
een (18) years of age but not yet fifty-nine (59) years of age 
on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 
Those who are bound to fast may take only one full meal.  
Two smaller meals are permitted if necessary to maintain 
strength according to one’s needs, but eating solid foods be-
tween meals is not permitted.  Catholics should not lightly ex-
cuse themselves from these prescribed Lenten penitential 
practices.    

For more information on Lenten Regulations visit:
https://worcesterdiocese.org/lenten-regulations-2024

mailto:mailbox@urbanmissionaries.com
mailto:andy@andyTfish.com
https://worcesterdiocese.org/lenten-regulations-2024
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                  Youth Ministry
       Contact Jay Guillette for next 
        gathering in the Church Hall    

Youth Ministry is open to grades 7-12.  Come find out more 
about Youth Ministry and what we will be doing this year!  
Contact Jay with any questions at jguillette@charter.net

       Baptisms in the Church Family
If you, a family member, or friend is interested
  in receiving the Sacrament of Baptism, we 
invite you to contact us today. Please contact: 
Susan Pacek by either phone 508-856-9960

Religious Education
                “Growing Together in Faith” 

                    Sarah Kelly, Administrator Phone: 508-852-1784 
                              sarah.kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org                                                                       

Schedule Online:  The schedule for all religious education 
classes, grade one through confirmation, can be found on the 
parish website.  Please check the website for updates. 
Emails, Website & Remind App:  All important updates 
are typically sent out through email.  We also post any chang-
es to the schedule, or important updates on the parish website.  
A 3rd way, and often the quickest, of getting information out to 
families is through the Remind App. Simply text the code 
@397b76 to 81010.  You can also follow the link on the 
parish website to sign up for the Remind App. 
Confirmation: The next class for Confirmation I & II will be 
this Sunday on February 11, 2024. The next class will be on 
Sunday, March 10th.  Church website has updates. 
Volunteers Needed:  We are still in need of volunteers, 
especially those willing to be called as substitutes.  Please 
prayerfully consider donating your time and talent to the young 
people of our parish.  All curriculum and lesson plan materials 
are provided, as well as teaching support. Please email Sarah.

Word of Life: Intercessions for Life                     
                                       For all married couples:
                                  May their openness to new life
                          bear witness to the generous love of God;
                                        We pray to the Lord:
“Married love differs from any other love in the world.  By 
its nature, the love of husband and wife is so complete, 
so ordered to a lifetime of communion with God and each 
other, that it is open to creating a new human being they 
will love and care for together.”

USCCB, Married Love and The Gift of Life

Job Opportunity - Administrative Assistant
St. Christopher Church

950 West Boylston Street, Worcester
St. Christopher’s Parish is currently accepting applications for 
the position of Administrative Assistant.  This is a (21-24) hour 
per week position.  Duties include: answering phones, schedul-
ing daily and Sunday Mass intentions, creating parish bulletin, 
ordering supplies, and other duties. If you are interested or 
have questions, please contact the Pastor: Fr. Krutcik at St. 
Christopher’s Church at 508-853-1492 or email your resume 
to: parish@stchristopherparishworcester.org  Thank you!

The Family Connection
Dedicated to Ruth Viens

Mosaic Cross...cut out a large cardboard cross and many 
squares of colored paper.  During Lent every time a family 
member does a good deed or makes a sacrifice he or she 
glues a square to the cross.  Your aim should be to cover the 
cross before Easter. 
   

Grandparents: All interested grandparents are asked to pray 
for the safety and well-being of their grandchildren. Copies of 
grandparent prayers are available on the table in the Church 
Hall. Contact the Parish Office if you have any questions: 
office@saintgeorgesparish.org     

Grandparents make forever heartfelt memories.

                      Irish Festival 
           St. Joan of Arc Church
      570 Lincoln Street, Worcester
          Saturday, February 24th 
        From 5:00 PM to 10:00 PM

Admission is $5.00 per person.  Featuring live Irish music and 
Irish step dancers from the McInerney School of Irish Dance.  

Corned beef dinner is $15.00; corned beef sandwich and chips 
$10.00; beer and wine will be sold. 

Tickets will be sold for these.  
For more information or questions, please call 

St. Joan of Arc Church at (508) 852-3232. 

Trivia:
When does Lent start?

What is Lent?

Answer: Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2024
Lent is the 40 days leading up to Jesus’ 
death and then resurrection (Easter). 

mailto:jguillette@charter.net
mailto:sarah.kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:parish@stchristopherparishworcester.org
mailto:office@saintgeorgesparish.org
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               A Community of Ministries

                     St. George Parish Outreach
                       Ann Doyle 508-450-4134                       
                     annie@saintgeorgesparish.org

          
            
         

Eucharistt andd Prayerss forr thee Sick  
Especially during these difficult times, please call to let
us know if a family member or neighbor is hospitalized, 

homebound or ill.  Call Ann Doyle at 508-450-4134.
We want to be with you in prayer and support. We can 
perhaps arrange a visit and possibly bring Eucharist. 
Remember that due to HIPAA regulations, unless you 
allow the hospital or health care institution to release

information and list St. George’s as your religious affiliation, 
we are not informed that you are a patient.  Thank you. 

          Hope For Housing Cards 
Help Prevent Family Homelessness

Hope for Housing is a non-profit program 
developed by our parishioner Matt Ryan. 
Matt has left us with this legacy which utilizes the collective 
buying power of 30 congregations to raise money for the pre-
vention of family homelessness. 
   These Gift Cards for local retailers, including Big Y, CVS, 
Dunkin' Donuts, Hannaford, Panera, Shaws, Stop & Shop 
Target, Starbucks, and TJ Max are purchased in bulk, which in 
turn are sold to members of participating congregations who 
receive the full value of the card. The retailers donate 2-10% of 
all sales to the Hope for Housing program. By purchasing gift 
cards for your use at local retailers, you can help to stabilize 
families by providing counseling and support.

Please buy “Hope for Housing Cards”  available after all 
Masses.  See Dave and Sue Genereux in the Church Hall 

after Mass.  Any questions call them at: 978-833-0306

Why the Ancient Traditions of  
Prayer, Fasting & Almsgiving during Lent?

In preparation for the great celebration of Easter, we are 
called to pray, fast and give alms as some of the ways to help 
us draw closer to God during Lent.

Prayer is one of the ways to connect with God, in silence, 
in words, and in worship.  Jesus prayed constantly and taught 
us to pray to Our Father in heaven.  Jesus emphasized that 
our prayer need not be long, complicated or showy, but ra-
ther, short, to the point, and heartfelt. 

Fasting on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, (taking only 
one full meal) reminds us of our dependence on God.  We 
“do not live on bread alone”.  On the Fridays of Lent we re-
member the sacrifice of Christ on Good Friday and unite our-
selves with that sacrifice through abstinence from meat. 
These are acts of self-discipline and self-control which can 
help to keep us mindful of God’s loving presence.  

Almsgiving: Lent invites us to see the face of Christ in the 
hungry and homeless, sick and suffering.  Jesus depends on 
us to listen with compassion to the joys and sorrows of our 
friends and family members and to reach out in kindness and 
compassion to all. 

Current Parish Outreach Needs
Our Lenten Food Drive will be March 9 & 10. All kinds of 
non-perishable food items are needed.  Recycle Bags are 
especially helpful.                    
Mustard Seed Catholic Worker: Men’s sweatpants, size 
large and XL, gently used blankets as well as socks are 
needed.  During recent frigid temperatures the needs are 
even greater!
IHN Family Shelter: There is a need for Juice Boxes and 
healthy snacks.  The children really enjoy this as an after 
school treat. Wash cloths are also needed. 
Our Afghanistan Families: Toilet paper and grocery gifts 
cards are needed.  As you can imagine, food costs are soar-
ing and each family has 6 or more children to feed. 
Our next Mustard Seed Meal is March 15. Please let An-
nie Doyle know if you can help with prep or serving. 
Food Pantries- Special Needs for February are: Cereal 
and Jelly.  Some special  items which we request here, are 
not available at the Worcester County Food Bank. 

        Special Announcement
Will Berger is a freshman at St. John’s 
High School and they are collecting 
coats, hats, mittens, and socks.  Items 
can be new or gently used.  A collection 
bin is in the Church Hall.  Thank you!

Dear Parishioners and Friends,
  I recently read a piece of news from the local newspaper of 
the Diocese of Worcester.  The article refers to the synthesis 
report that has been submitted to the Vatican to be included in 
the Worldwide Synod. 
  The synthesis says; In the U.S. alone during the diocesan 
phase more than 30,000 listening sessions … involving an esti-
mated 700,000 participants .. took place.  These listening ses-
sions revealed that:

U.S. Catholics seek a more welcoming church in which 
their “lived reality” is prioritized over rules and regulations, 
continue to feel wounded by the clergy abuse crisis, and 
desire lifelong spiritual, pastoral  and catechetical for-
mation as disciples. 

  I am amazed and delighted that the incredible power of listen-
ing has been set in motion by God’s Holy Spirit.  I am grateful 
to Fr. Niccolls, Bonnie Moran and our Spiritual Growth Ministry 
for adding our voices to this hopeful process. 
  As many of you know, the purpose of the Synod is not just to 
produce more documents, it is intended to inspire people to 
dream about the Church we are called to be, to make people's 
hopes flourish, to stimulate trust, to bind up wounds, to weave 
new and deeper relationships, and to learn from one another.  
  As Lent begins, I look forward to these days of hope, healing, 
serving and growing together. 

Christ’s Peace be with You, Anniee Doyle

mailto:annie@saintgeorgesparish.org
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Our Parish Vision: To wwelcome all, build cconnections to Christ 
and one another, and  llivee ourr faithh as true disciples of Jesus.

Spiritual Growth Ministry Corner  
        Ministry Leader: Bonnie Moran  
Saintgeorgespiritualgrowth@gmail.com

   This weekend, we celebrate the sixth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time, the last Sunday before the beginning of Lent, and this 
weekend’s readings offer us a bit of a “primer” as we prepare 
for our Lenten observances.  Our first reading focuses on in-
dividuals that are afflicted with leprosy, who are deemed, 
“unclean,” and how they are to carry themselves.  The Gos-
pel, meanwhile, shares how even those afflicted with leprosy 
could come to Jesus for healing.
   Lent is a time for us to reflect on areas in our lives where 
we are “unclean,” where we have struggles and shortcom-
ings, and how reliant we are on Christ’s love, mercy, and 
healing to overcome these areas of “uncleanliness.”  Usually, 
we practice forms of mortification during Lent (such as by giv-
ing up sweets).  These sacrifices are good practices, but we 
need to remember what they are for in the context of this sea-
son.  These sacrifices are not made for our physical health 
alone.  More importantly, they help us grow in our spiritual 
health by strengthening our spiritual discipline, helping us 
grow more comfortable resisting temptations.  Mortification, in 
a sense, is a form of exercise, and like physical exercises, we 
need to start small and gradually grow in strength.  So, even 
these seemingly small sacrifices we make during Lent can be 
great stepping stones towards resisting greater temptations 
we may face in our lives.
   Let us remember that Lent is not just a season of sacrifice 
and sorrow; it is also a season of reflection and anticipation.  
We can, and should, celebrate Lent by turning to God in our 
moments of weakness, and accepting His invitations for 
strength and healing, much like this week’s responsorial 
psalm refrain, “I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you 
fill me with the joy of salvation.”
Spiritual Growth Committee members: Bonnie Moran – Chair; 
Deacon Paul Audette, Joan Talbot; Patti Walsh;Helen Hurley, 
and Kyle Lewandowski. Fr. Niccolls as ex officio member.
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To be truly independent, 
your personal emergency device 
needs to work on the go.
MobileHelp® allows you to summon emergency help 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week by simply pressing your personal help button. Unlike 
traditional systems that only work inside your home, a MobileHelp 
medical alert system extends help beyond the home. Now you can 
participate in all your favorite activities such as gardening, taking walks, 
shopping and traveling all with the peace of mind of having a personal 
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Whether you are home or away from home, a simple press of your help 
button activates your system, providing the central station with your 
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one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown is the MobileHelp DUO (at home and on the go) system available at a higher monthly cost. 
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MobileHelp Connect Premium. Fall Detection does not detect 100% of falls. If able, users should push their help button when they need assistance . Fall detection is not 
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cellular network at all times. Expedited shipping offer is for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM EST Mon-Fri. Expedited shipping is standard 2-day - - no deliveries on 
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